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Fay Sharpe (Fast Forward 15) announces new BAME initiative
Fay Sharpe, founder of mentoring programme Fast Forward 15 today announces a new initiative to
encourage, support and inspire BAME women to join the FF15 community. She has invited three women that
know the FF15 programme from experience, to become a BAME Ambassador. They will help her to
encourage ethnic minority women in the events, travel and hospitality sector to engage and apply for a place
in the programme either as mentee or mentor. The Ambassadors are appointed for at least one year.
The first Ambassadors are: Priya Narain, Gabrielle Austen-Browne and Felicia Asiedu. They will assist and
support with input, ideas and engagement to grow and uplift BAME women. Some aspects of the
Ambassador role:
-

Provide advice on diversity and inclusion issues at FF15 training sessions
Promote and collaborate to advise on any policies or procedures to ensure inclusion
Assist on recruiting future suitable BAME Mentors to join the programme
Promote FF15 to the BAME community to ensure inclusivity across our industry

Quotes from the BAME Ambassadors and Fay:
Felicia Asiedu (Cvent): “I am really excited to be an FF15 BAME Ambassador and be part of the important
discussion on inclusion and diversity within the meetings and events industry, with a specific focus on the lack
of BAME representation. I’m also grateful that Fay and FF15 are open and willing to start this conversation
and am extremely positive about what we can achieve over the next year. For me, words without action are
simply useless and this is absolutely a step in the right direction.”
Gabrielle Austen-Browne (Events and Sales Manager and Co-founder “Diverse Ally): “Fast Forward 15 are
always ahead of the curve, so I am delighted as former mentee, to come on board as an Ambassador for this
new initiative to engage and uplift my BAME community. “
Priya Narain (Event First Steps): “I am excited to join the team as a diversity ambassador and look

forward to championing the work of FF15 and encouraging women from BAME communities to get
involved.”
Fay Sharpe (Fast Forward 15): “FF15 is only a tiny piece in the jigsaw of the event industry, however my aim
is to have as wide and diverse community as possible, having our trusted Ambassadors promoting our
programme and engaging with the BAME event community can only enrich and inspire more women across
the sector to be involved.”
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More information
For more information, please contact Fay Sharpe: Fay.sharpe@outlook.com

About Fast Forward 15
Fast Forward 15 is a not for profit mentoring scheme for women in the travel, events and hospitality
industry. The programme was founded by Fay Sharpe in 2014. The programme runs for a 12-month period
during which time mentees and their mentors work together to achieve objectives and goals. The
programme includes two group workshops, monthly one to one mentoring and concludes with a graduation
ceremony. It also includes a mentee charity event.
About Fay Sharpe
Fay Sharpe is one of the founder shareholders of Zibrant (acquired by BCD M&E in 2016) and works as a nonexecutive Director at BCD M&E, one of the largest Global Meetings & Events agencies. Fay has over 30 years’
experience working in the hotel, hospitality, event management and venue sourcing arena.
Also a Public Speaker and works with companies at a strategic level running Mentoring programmes to build,
retain and empower teams, her leadership and entrepreneurial experience in sales ,marketing, internal
communications, brand values, culture and engagement underpin this.
Fay has won numerous awards and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by The University of West London
in 2018 ; M&IT Personality of the year 2018, Mentor of the Year- Shine Awards, Hot 50 awards event legend,
UKCEM industry leader 2016, Executive PA award for boss of the year, Lloyds TSB CBI’s First Women of
Tourism and Leisure award and achieved the number 2 position in the Event 100 list to name just a few.

